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fought with extreme bitterness. The cabinet programme was con-
tained in the declaration issued immediately on the dissolution.
Cleverly combining a tribute to Bruening's courage in tackling
the problems of state, with an indirect attack on the way he had
tackled them, it declared that the state stood on the verge of
bankruptcy, mainly because it had been turned into a charitable
institution from which the individual thought he could draw
profit without responsibility, a development which it ascribed to
the fact that "atheistical-Marxist" doctrine had been predominant
and could only be remedied by the substitution for it of "the
philosophy of Christianity." The identification of atheism with
charity and of Christianity with the balance sheets of big business
was one of Papen's happiest incursions into logic and duly im-
pressed those who were not particularly distinguished either for
charity or for Christianity, but who were of very great importance
to the national life—his industrialist friends. On the legislative
aims of the cabinet, beyond stating its intention to combat unem-
ployment, it was as sadly hazy as any Salvationist could be. It
asserted that the cabinet would not be content with compromises,
but on what it proposed to substitute for them it was discreetly
vague, except for a definite promise to wage truceless war on
"Marxism, the class war and cultural Bolshevism." Cultural
Bolshevism was an old friend; Papen and the bishops had already
formed in 1930 a commission to fight it but the bishops had then
included National Socialism in cultural Bolshevism in pointed
commentary on that party's declared war upon political Bolshevism.
That was the only constructive point in the programme and no
one knew what it meant.
Meantime, as the election campaign proceeded, the government
had two strokes of luck—as a result of their predecessor's work.
For the first time the unemployment figures continued to show
decline, the answer to the charges that Bruening had only in-
creased social misery. On July 10, thanks again to the careful
diplomacy of its predecessor, it had a great foreign political suc-
cess; at Lausanne, Papen had spoken in tones of hauteur that had
disagreeably impressed his reparations conference colleagues, but
when he offered to pay three milliards of marks as a final reparations

